CMNS 101 – Cultural Artifact Group Speech  
Background/Purpose  
The assignment facilitates cultural self-awareness and concepts of self and culture within communication. This assignment also provides an opportunity for us to learn more about our classmates. 
Assignment  
As a group, choose an item or artifact of importance to you that culturally represents you all in some way. You have many options, including, but not limited to, an image, an object, a poem, a song, food, name, a movie, or television show. As you choose, make sure your item or artifact culturally represents some aspect of you and that your group can discuss in a short presentation of 10 minutes or less. Your presentation can be presented as a short film, live group speech, or a role play based on true events. Aim to make your presentation engaging and informative like a public service announcement. Examples of PSAs are found in the class Blackboard.
All group members must be seen speaking at some point during the presentation. All group members should be represented during the presentation.  
As you prepare your short presentation, consider the following questions:  
1. What is the item or artifact your group has chosen? 
2. Why is it significant to you?  
3. What is the history or story behind it?  
4. What is its cultural significance? 
5. How does it reflect everyone in your group culturally? 
6. Does the item or artifact represent part of your dominant culture or one of your cocultures? 
7. What is the worldview the object most communicates for or about you? 
8. Do you think others form an impression of you based on your possession of this object? 
9. How have people reacted to you using or believing in this cultural artifact?  
10. Is the artifact as important to you now as it was when you first was introduced to it? 
Time Length:
The presentation should be at least five (5) minutes and should not be longer than ten (10) minutes. Before you begin, you will turn in a typed one-page summary of your presentation which will include all group member names. If there are any notes or anything you want the instructor to know that is not evident during the presentation, include it on this form. This form will be returned to your group with your grade on it with notes/comments from your instructor.
Tips:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember to think about your audience when formulating your speech. Be sure to define and explain terms and concepts with which your audience may not be familiar. 
Grading Rubric  
A – Presentation demonstrates a thoughtful and thorough approach to the assignment and includes sufficiently detailed explanations with examples.  
B – Presentation demonstrates a thoughtful approach to the assignment and adequate explanations and examples. 
C – Presentation demonstrates a basic approach to the assignment, but lacks fully detailed explanation.  D – Presentation does not demonstrate a full understanding of the assignment and lacks sufficient explanation and examples.  
F – Presentation does not address the assignment.
